[Effect of DC therapy combined with chemotherapy in advanced cancer cases].
Dendritic cells (DC) are powerful antigen-presenting cells, and have attracted attention in recent years from the viewpoint of DC vaccine therapy against cancer. However, the existence of an immunosuppressive state in cancer individuals leads to anergy and immunotolerance, which has been reported to be caused by T cell and DC immunosuppressive subsets or cytokines such as Th2, Tc2, CD4+CD25+, DC2 and IL-10 against Th1, Tc1, DC1 and IL-12. Therefore, DC therapy could be incompatible with severe chemotherapy. Conversely, there are some reports that indicate tumor specific cytotoxicity in DC therapy could be augmentedly un exposure to tumor antigen caused by apoptosis in combination radiation or chemotherapy. In this study we examined the usefulness of DC therapy combined with chemotherapy and BRM (PSK) administration by analyzing the immunocyte subsets and cytokines as well as the combination effect. The results indicate this method can be useful in advanced cancer patients.